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or custom. I know better now. I know that Latin
is one of the most valuable of mental disciplines, that
for a majority of students it is more valuable than
mathematics, and that any study properly conducted
should give us far more than mere knowledge. Is
it any wonder that we hear continual attacks on Greek
and Latin in education, when the only plea put for-
ward in their favour by their professors is the value
of a knowledge of the classics ? The ordinary man of
the world will always maintain, and rightly, that as
regards mere utility, and even mere accomplishment,
a knowledge of [French and German is worth more
than that of " the classical tongues " But as regards
what should be the primary object of education, he is
wrong, for Latin and Greek, when thoroughly and pro-
perly taught, are unrivalled as a means of developing
memory and judgment. Discipline of the mind should
precede " knowledge."

I have heard the objection raised to such a thorough
Method of teaching memory that it would have the
effect of making the pupil learn his lessons probably
very perfectly and rapidly, but possibly in an unin-
telligent way, so that he would catch like a magpie
and recite like a parrot, but understand no better
than an owl. It is, in fact, assumed that a mry
excellent memory detracts from intellect, and in some
manner injures judgment or reflection. This is as if
it should be believed that a great knowledge of lan-
guages would prevent a man from fully appreciating
the literature which they contain, when in fact great
poets are mostly good linguists. The main point to
my purpose at present is that it shall be granted that
by training by a particular method, and with no other